SOCIALISM AND NATIONALISM
century," replied Mussolini with perfect calm.
"The people of Southern Tyrol are not being
coerced. One hundred and eighty thousand of
them are Germans, and there are also a great
many Slav immigrants, so that the so-called racial
purity does not exist there. If we teach them
Italian, it is in their own interest as Italian
citizens. Nevertheless they have German news-
papers, German magazines, German theatres. We
do nothing whatever to cut the thread of their
German descent. If they lived in the centre of
Italy instead of on the frontier, we should trouble
them still less. Of course a unified speech is one
of the elements of national power. Governments
have always recognised this, and all of them have
therefore done their utmost to unify the national
speech."
"You are talking after the manner of the nine-
teenth century," I said. "Before the war, the
policy of the German empire in Poland and in
Alsace was as shortsighted as are to-day the
German and the Polish policy in the same terri-
tories. The authorities did not or do not feel sure
of themselves. What about the opposite case,
when you want immigrants to retain their national
feelings? Do you think it really important that
. Italians living in America should continue to
speak their mother-tongue? In Chicago I had a
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